[Immunohistology of polyps of the nose and paranasal sinuses. Physiopathologic value].
The pathophysiology of nasal polyposis is yet unclear, but chronic disturbances of the inflammatory pathways may be suspected. Immunological investigations were performed in 3 series of patients: 37 with nasal polyps, 22 with chronic sinusitis, and 15 controls with healthy nasal and sinusal mucosa. Patients with nasal polyps had up to ten times more eosinophil density than patients with sinusitis or healthy mucosa. The average of mast cells and IgE or IgA, M, G plasma cells were not different in the various group. Deposited immune complexes were always absent. These results gave us the opportunity to discuss recent pathogenic theories.